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National  news 


Traveller 
camp 
drives 
away  the 
bailiffs 


Steven  Mom i 

The  boil  lff»  .lad  arrived  shortly 
after  flisl  Unlit  with  orders  to 
evict  the  group  of  traveller* 
front  lan«l  they-  had  been  living 
on  for  the  last  three  year*. 

But  by  yrsletday  afternoon, 
the  nfftetats  had  retreated,  riri- 
ten  back  by  burning  barn- 
cades.  trenches  filled  with 
fiamlng  rubbish  and  a human 
chain  which  refused  to  budgr. 

Day  one  of  "the  Battle  of 
Bulkington"  ended  with  the 
travellers  claiming  victory  ovet 
Nuneaton  and  Bedwxirth 
eounetl.  which  Insists  they 
must  muse. 

The  travellers  bought  the 
plot  of  land  In  the  north  War- 
wickshire village  of  Bulking- 
ton front  a funner  alnmnl  three 
years  ago.  planning  to  turn  it 
into  a model  site  complete 
wnth  its  own  village  green. 

Around  20  families  moved 
In  but  planning  |iermi«»rni  foe 
a private  travellers'  site  was 
refused.  Nevertheless,  build- 
ings. frnees  and  roads  began 
to  appear  on  the  land,  which  Is 
in  the  green  belt 

Mure  Hum  a year  ago  me 
travellers  argued  their  ease  in 
the  high  court.  Though  they 
lost  they  still  refused  to  give  up 
their  homes,  prompting  the 
council  to  call  tn  the  bailiffs 

But  when  they  arrived  the 
travellers  were  ready.  They  set 
no  fire  two  caravans  and  an  oh! 
van  which  they  had  parked  at 
the  entrance  to  the  site.  They 
also  torched  rubbish  piled  into 
two  metre- wide  touches  which 
had  been  dug  aruuml  Hu-  site 
Around  40  men  formed  a hu- 
man chain  outside  the  site. 

A four-hour  standoff,  ob- 
served by  40  police  officers 
and  a number  of  firefighters 
followed  before  the  bailiffs 
were  called  oft 

The  travellers'  spokesman. 
John  Lee.  said  *1  think  we  ran 
claim  a victory.  There  is  no  way 
wrwrrr  letting  them  in.  It  they 
had  pvt  pat*  us  on  the  Kite,  they 
would  have  been  confronted  by 
the  women  and  children  All  wr 
want  is  to  protect  our  homes. 
Surely  the  council  esn  seoik 


Travolloe* patrol  ttMMSga of  Sulklngton  FMds caravan  site  yesterday  11  t I:  .- 


with  uc  to  either  find  us  an-  Lv  rightfully  theirs  and  will  do  their  education  disrupted  if  the  eviction  "utilising  cons 
other  site  or  to  leave  as  in  peace  everything  they  can  to  avoid  they  are  made  to  leave.'  erable  force"  He  added  *Hi 

at  this  one?  We  are  nut  asking  eviction  Iherr  are  women.  Bvlthr  ruunc-il  said  it  wsmld  ing  rvtluatrd  the  situation 
anyone  fix  money,  just  foe  pet-  children  and  pensioners  un  continue  to  uy  to  remove  the  w as  decided  that  the  evicts 
mission  to  live  as  we  want  to*  the  site  who  arc-  terrified  about  travellers  Spokesman  Tim  mould  not  proceed  today  T 
Cliff  Bodona,  of  the  National  what  is  guing  on.  There  arc  Notion  said  the  council  had  council  rrmamscitniniittctl 
IVavvUets' Group. said:  'These  over  40  children  enrolled  at  received  lnforin.it  xni  that  the  ending  the  unlawful  devcic 

pwpU  >n  liiiof  on  bsd  iKst  the  local  reboot  who  will  have  travellers  inlrndcd  to  rrvist  merit  of  th®  K>p->  site* 


